GROWING THROUGH THE WORD
(The Purpose Driven Life)

By Rick Warren

A.  God wants us to grow!


1.  Eph. 4:15 – God wants us to grow up….like Christ in everything.



a.  We are not meant to remain as Spiritual children.  (Eph 4:14a)


b.  God’s goal for us is that we might mature and develop the 
 


     characteristics of Christ.




1)  Unfortunately most Christians “grow older” but never “grow 



     up”.




2)  Rather than having 10, 15 or 25 years of Spiritual growth and 



     maturity, they have 1 year of maturity 10, 15 and 25 times.




3)  They are frozen in perpetual Spiritual infancy.


2.  Why does this happen?  In most cases, it is because they have no intention to 
 
     grow.  It is a choice!



a.  Spiritual growth is not automatic.  It takes an intentional commitment.




1)  You must want to grow, to decide to grow, make an effort to 



     grow and be persistent to grow.


3.  Discipleship – the process of becoming like Christ – always begins with a 
 
     decision – choice!



a.  Jesus calls us and we respond:  “Come, follow Me and be my disciple, 


     Jesus said to him.  So Matthew got up and followed him”.  (Matt. 9:9)




1)  When the first disciples chose to follow Jesus, they didn’t 



     understand all the implications of their decision.




2)  They simply responded to Jesus’ invitation – They decided to 



     become a disciple of Christ.



b.  Nothing shapes our lives more than the commitment we choose to 


     make.




1)  Our commitments will develop us or destroy us.




2)  Tell me what you are committed to, and I will tell you what you 


     will be in 20 years.




3)   We become what we are committed to.



c.  It is at this point of commitment that most people miss God’s purpose 


     for their lives.




1)  Many are afraid to commit, others make half-hearted 




     commitments, and others are too selfish and lazy to commit to 



     anything.  




2)  Then there are others who make a full commitment to worldly 



     goals; i.e. wealth, success or fame.




3)  Each choice has eternal consequences – the choice we make 



     will set us for eternity.


4.  Christ-likeness is the result of making Christ-like choices and depending on 
 
     His Spirit to help us fulfill those choices.



a.  Once we get serious about becoming like Christ, we must begin to act 


     differently….making new choices for our lives.



b.  We need to let go of some old routines, develop some new habits and 


     intentionally change the way we think (Romans 12).


5.  The Bible says in Phil. 2:12-13 that we are to “Continue to work out our 

     salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in us to will and to 

     act according to His good purpose.”



a.  Verses  12 and 13 show two parts of Spiritual growth:




1)  Vs. 12 – “Work out” – your responsibility.




2)  Vs. 13 – “Work in” – God’s role.



b.  Spiritual growth is a collaborative effort between you and the Holy 


     Spirit.




1)  God’s Spirit works “with us”, not just “in us”.



c.  We don’t work for our salvation, but we do work to develop our 

 
     salvation to it’s potential and fullness.




1)  We need to take our Spiritual growth seriously!


6.  If we are going to change our lives – to live a mature Christian life – we must 
 
     change the way we think.



a.  Behind everything we do is a thought.




1)  Every behavior is motivated by a belief, and every action is 



     prompted by an attitude.




2)  Prov. 4:23 – “Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by 



     your thoughts”.




3)  Romans 12:2 says that transformation comes from the 




     changing of the mind – the way we think.



b.  The way you think will determine the way you feel, and the way you 


     feel influences the way you act.




1)  How do we do this?




2)  Paul said that it has to be a Spiritual renewal of our thoughts 



     and attitudes (Romans 12:2).




3)  We are commanded to think the same way as Christ. 




     (Eph. 4:23).



c.  We are to stop being like babies and begin to think in a mature way. 



     (I Cor. 14:20).




1)  We are to grow up and quit living like selfish, self-centered 



     infants.




2)  We are to think maturely which focuses on others, not 




     ourselves.




3)  I Cor. 13:11 – “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 



     thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a 



     man, I put away childish things.”



d.  Christianity is not a religion or a philosophy, but a relationship and a 


     lifestyle.




1)  The core of this lifestyle is thinking of others.




2)  Thinking of others is the heart of Christ-likeness and the best 



     evidence of Spiritual growth.

B.  How do we achieve maturity in Christ?


1.  We need to be transformed by the Truth.



a.  It is God’s Truth that will transform our lives.




1)  Spiritual growth is replacing lies with Truth.




2)  The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to make us like the 



     Son of God.




3)  To become like Jesus, we must fill our lives with His Word.




4)  II Tim. 2:15 – “Do your best to present yourself to God as one 



     approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and 



     who correctly handles the Word of Truth.”



b.  God’s Word is alive – Phil. 2:12-13 – “Jesus said, “The Words that I 


     have spoken to you are Spirit and are Life.”




1)  When God speaks, things change.  Everything around us – all 



     creation – exists because “God said it.”




2)  Without God’s Word, you would not even be alive today.




3)  James 1:18 – “God decided to give us life through the Word of 


     Truth so we might be the most important of all things (first 



     fruits) to Him.”



c.  We must appreciate the Word of God.




1)  It is like food to our bodies.




2)  Job 23:12 said – “I have treasured the words of His mouth 



     more than my daily bread.” 




3)  God’s Word is Spiritual nourishment.


2.  We must abide in the Word.



a.  To be healthy disciples of Christ, we must feed on His Words.




1)  Jesus called this “abiding”, in John 8:31 – “If you abide in my 



     Words, then you are truly disciples of mine.”



b.  In our day-to-day abiding in God’s Word, it includes theses activities:




1)  I must accept God’s Word as the ultimate authority.





(a)  The Bible must become the authoritative standard for 




      my life;





(b)  God’s Word is the only perfect standard in which we 




      measure our lives.




2)  I must assimilate the Truth – like food for the body – hunger 



     pains for the Word.





(a)  It is not enough just to believe the Bible; I must fill my 




      mind with it so that the Holy Spirit can transform me 




      with the Truth.





(b)  We must receive the Word, read the Word, research it 




      for life’s answers, remember it and reflect on it.





(c)  No other habit in life will do more to transform your 




      life.




3)  I must apply the principles.





(a)  Receiving, reading, researching, remembering and 




      reflecting on the Word are all useless without practice!





(b)  We must be doers of the Word, not just hearers of the 




      Word. (James 1:22).





(c)  Knowing doesn’t guarantee doing – wise people will 




      do it as well.  Matt 7:24 – “Everyone who hears these 




      words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 



      man who built his house on the rock.”





(d)  God’s blessing comes from obeying the Truth, not just 



  
      knowing it. (John 13:17).

C.  Conclusion.


1.  God wants us to grow.



a.  Spiritual growth is not automatic.



b.  We must make a commitment to grow.



c.  We need to allow God to transform our lives from being Spiritual 


     infants to mature Christians.


2.  Maturity comes from abiding in God’s Word.



a.  It is our source for achieving all that God wants us to be and do.



b. We must eat God’s Word so we can grow and mature.
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