1 Finishing Well – Teachers Notes

How Do We Finish Well?
By Daryel Erickson
A. Introduction – The process of finishing well.

1. Video – USA Rowing Team  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCkJuVfWVb0&feature=fvwrel 


a. What are the conditions that make the difference between a bronze, silver or 

gold metal in the Olympics?




1) Is it conditioning?




2) Is it skill?




3) Is it proper training?




4) Is it good equipment?




5) Is it the right attitude?




6) What about strategy and its execution?




7) Is it motivation and courage?



b.  What makes a winning team, organization, ministry or person?




1) How do we finish as winner?  How do we finish well?


2. Illustrations: 



a. In the Prologue by Dave Kraft, “Leaders Who Last.” He describes how Bill 


Broadhurst didn’t win but he was faithful and finished the race in style.  Bill 


Rogers, who won the race, waited until Bill Broadhurst was done and gave his 

medal to him.




1) The Christian race you and I are running is like that one. 



2) Others may have speed and grace I don't. 



3) Your pace may be painfully sluggish. Not to worry! All we need to do is 


stay on the course. 



4) Desire and determination mean more than either speed or grace in 



this race. 



b. Scott Hamilton Olympic skater, shortly after winning his Gold medal was 


quoted as saying when asked why he was looking at the medal so intently: "It 

was a moment to be shared……What I was doing was looking at 16 years of my 

life." 




1) May we when we look at the prize of eternal life be able to look back 


at our 
lives filled with training, discipline and obedience knowing that 


we have rowed with perseverance the race marked out for us.




2) "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us" (Hebrews 


12:1).  It isn’t how we begin a race that is important but how we end the 


race set before us. 

3. Dr. Bobby Clinton, professor at Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, CA in his book “The 
Making of a Leaders,” says, “only 30% of Christian leaders finish well.”



a. It is not hard for many of us to remember several high profile Christian 


leaders who professed to be running the race well who found themselves falling 

to their knees a long way from the finish line and often taking other participants 

with them in the process.




1) Thank God for His forgiveness and grace that has allowed some of 



these leaders to get back up and re-enter the race on their way to ending 


well.




2) What about Teen Challenge and its leaders over the years?  



b. Dr. Clinton writes, “There are many things that prevent us from finishing well 

in a crazy, fast-paced world. Leaders fight battles within and without that cause 

them to plateau, quit, or be disqualified. Too many (Christian Leaders) are 


dropping out of the race, losing heart, and letting go of their dreams and lofty 

purposes. They are simply giving up and throwing in the towel.” (page 20)



c. Dr. Clinton in his book suggest five characteristics of Christian leaders that 


enables them to finish well:




1) They maintained a vibrant, personal relationship with God right 


up to the end.





a) They did not let their success, fame, power etc. distract them 



from what really mattered and that is their personal relationship 



with God, their coach.





b) The kept their eyes on the ultimate goal, to be like Jesus.





c) We need to learn to discipline ourselves and win the personal 



battles of our will.





d) We need to identify those areas of weakness and insecurities in 



our lives and allow God to deal with them.




2) They maintained a learning posture and were willing to learn 




from various sources and people.  They are lifelong learner.





a) It is clear that if I want to finish well I must remain relevant, 




vibrant and fresh in my leadership and in my daily walk with the 



Lord.






1) All of this is directly related to my willingness to learn 




and grow..





b)  A leaning attitude is the key to leadership survival and victory 



in an ever-changing world we live in.






1) We need to get our head out of the sand (out of denial) 




and see our life and ministry as God sees them




3) They lived by identifiable goals and were characterized by a good 


degree of self-control in their mind, will and emotions.





a) They are people who are consistent and people who others can 



count on.





b) People of their word and consistent in their conduct.




4) They see the importance of meaningful, supportive personal 



relationships.





a) They devoted significant time to developing a network of 




intentional relationships starting with their marriage and family.





b) Successful Christian leaders are willing to allow others to 




speak into their lives and hold them accountable.




5) They have a clear vision, strong biblical convictions, a great 



sense of perspective, and a lifelong commitment to pleasing and 



honoring the Lord through a daily, deliberate surrender to the 



Lordship of Christ in all things.
B. What does winning look like for us, for Teen Challenge, for God, others?


1. Part of finishing well is making sure we are running or rowing for the right purpose 
and to toward the right goal.



a. One time my twin brother intercepted a pass and ran the wrong way and 


scored for the other team.



b. Many years ago I was coaching a 7th grade boys basketball team and in one of 

our games one of our team members shrewdly stole the ball at half court from a 

player from the other team and proudly went to the basket and scored two 


points.  The only problem was because of his pride and cockiness he didn’t 


realize that he had gone to the wrong basket and scored for the other team. 



b. In the last Winter Olympics there was a rifler who was in first place going 


into the last round, was one clean shot away from victory. He didn't even 



need a bull's eye to win. He simply needed to hit the target.  On his final shot, 


he leveled his gun at the target, took aim, squeezed the trigger, and watched 


the bullet pierce the center of the target-a perfect shot. The only problem is 


that he fired at the wrong target. Standing in lane two, he had fired at the target in 


lane three. His score for a good shot at the wrong target? Zero, and it lost him the 


gold. He ended up in eighth place. 



1) Talk about an unfortunate break! But consider the tragedy it is when 



this occurs in someone's life. 



2) That someone might dedicate their life to 
something, and even achieve it, 


only to find out that they had been aiming at 
the wrong thing. 



3) And so we ought to carefully consider whether we're aiming at the 



right target in our lives and our ministries.


2. Write down give things that TC center must do to end well?



a. Pay the bills



b. Keep the beds full



c. More stay than leave



d. Salvation of all the students



e. Discipleship of all the students



f. Finishing all their group and personal studies


3. What does winning look like in the eyes of God? Ourselves? Others?



a. What did Jesus say?  




1) John 68, “I came down from heaven not to follow my own 




whim but to accomplish the will of the One who sent me.” 




2) John 4:34, “The food that keeps me going is that I do the will of the 



One who sent me, finishing the work He started.”




3) Luke 19:10, “The Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.”

C. In summary


1. We have to learn to not just live for the dote but for the line if we are going to have 
longevity and effectiveness in ministry.



a. The dote represents living for today – fulfill a list of task



b. Living for the line is living for those things that will last over 




the long haul – for eternity.




1) Hebrews 12:1-11 (read in the Message); I Cor 9:24-27




2) We are not running a sprint (the dote), we are running a long distance 


race (the line).  We are running for the greatest prize – the souls of men.


2. We are running to end well – to hear the words, “Well done thy good and faithful 

servant.”  We need to live a life that echo s in eternity.
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